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Service Through Imprisonment
The Philippian Epistle
Introduction:



At the end of the Book of Acts, Paul was left in prison – in his own rented house. Back in Jerusalem, I can imagine a conversation like this:
Question: Hey, did you hear, Paul’s a prisoner in Rome? Are we going over there to accuse him?

Answer: No, he will be held for two years and then set free. We’ll let him sit there. He can’t do us any harm or the church any good in prison. Besides, we don’t have a case that will stand up before Caesar anyway.

What will Paul do while he is placed on the back burner, so to speak? Near the end of that two year period, Paul wrote a letter to the Philippian church thanking them for their latest gift to him. That is what we used to call a “bread and butter” letter.

· It seems to me that Philippians was the last of the four epistles
· Philemon is the most personal of the Prison Epistles
· Ephesians and Colossians are more doctrinal and
Philippians is the most autobiographical. It tells us what Paul was doing during that two years. It was written near the end of that period, so Paul could look back and give us a summary of what the Lord had allowed him to achieve.
I.  Preaching the Gospel – Philippians 1:12-17
Many souls had been saved!
A. Through his Own Testimony – 1:12-13
“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, ﻿so that it has become evident ﻿﻿to the whole ﻿﻿palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;”
1. To Those who had to Come to Him – The Palace Guard
Three or four guards a day for 730 days - 2,190 shifts - 2920 shifts
2. To Those who Chose to Come to Him.

· Onesimus, a slave of Philemon came to Paul.
· The Jews (Acts 28:30)

· “He welcomed all who came to him” (Acts 28:30)
B. Through the Testimony of Others – 1:14-17
“and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.”
1. Some Preached |Out of Envy and Strife – 1:15a, 16
“Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife,… from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to  add affliction to my chains; 

2. Others Preach Out of Love – 1:15b, 17

“and some also from goodwill… knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.”
3. In Both Cases Paul Rejoiced – 1:18

“Rejoice” 12 times in Phil. (287 times in NKJV Bible)
﻿
“What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.”  (See also Phil. 4:4)
Paul would not rejoice in wrong content,

Galatians 1:8-9
“But even if ﻿﻿we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be ﻿﻿accursed. ﻿As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you ﻿﻿than what you have received, let him be accursed.”
Paul rejoiced that the message of the Gospel was being preached. The power is in the message not in the messenger. The motivation of the messenger is between him and God. If his motivation is wrong – no reward at the Judgment Seat.

II. Teaching the Doctrine – 2:5-11
Paul does not start out to teach about the deity of Christ. He wants to teach them humility, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:5)
What he says about Christ illustrates humility and in the process gives us one of the finest teachings on the Deity of Christ in the Scriptures.
A. The Supreme Example of Humility
1. He Existed in the Form of God - Everything the Father is, Christ Jesus is.
2. He Was by Nature Equal with God
εἶναι > εἶμι – to be by nature, in His inner essence = that without which He would not be God.

The Father is not one bit bigger, higher, stronger, smarted, more loving, etc. They are equal to each other. He did not consider “equality” a thing to be held onto at all costs.

3. He Emptied Himself—of that Position - He remained all that He always was.
Of what did He empty Himself?
a. He emptied Himself of His Glory - He didn’t look like God.

Jesus looked like any other Jewish man, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” (John 4:9)
b. He emptied Himself of His self-determination – He didn’t act like God.
He obeyed the Father. This act involved His Omni-attributes:

· Omniscience – all knowledge

· Omnipresence – everywhere present -- all the time.

· Omnipotence – all power

This means that Jesus Christ did not use His Omni-attributes at all from His birth to His death. [See “The Person of Christ” pp. 19-22]
4. He Became Obedient Even to Death – 2:8b

“He humbled Himself and ﻿﻿became ﻿﻿obedient to death, even the death of the cross.”
In the Garden of Gethsemane He prayed, “Not My will, but yours he done”

5. He was Exalted by the Father – 2:9-11
“Therefore, (because of this) God also ﻿﻿has highly exalted Him and ﻿﻿given Him the name which is above every name, ﻿﻿﻿that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, ﻿and ﻿﻿that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Don’t forget the purpose of this passage:
Let this mind be in you – or – “be thinking this”. i.e. the same thing that the Son was thinking before and during the incarnation, you be thinking the same thing.

Be humble. Don’t push for your rights. “He that tooteth not his own horn, Behold, his horn will not be tooted.” Is not correct.
Peter says: “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, ﻿﻿all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but ﻿﻿gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:5-7)
III. Reaching for the Prize - “one thing I do” – 3:12-13 
“I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.” 

A. An Assessment of the Present – 2:12a
“Not that I have already ﻿﻿attained, ﻿﻿or am already ﻿﻿perfected;”
How did Paul know that? He took spiritual inventory. We have to know where we are so that we can move forward to where we ought to be.
B. An Attitude toward the Past – 3:13b
﻿“forgetting those things which are behind”
· Past failures
· Past successes
C. An Anticipation of the Future – 3:13b-14
﻿ 
﻿I press toward the mark for the prize of ﻿﻿the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

1. Face to the race – “reaching forward to those things which are ahead,”
2. Hark to the Mark.

3. Eyes on the Prize.
It is received at the upward calling – 
Judgment Seat (1Cor. 3 and 2 Cor.5)
IV. Speaking of Gratitude – 
A. The General Thanks – 1:5
“I thank my God… for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now,”
The word “fellowship,” κοινωνίᾳ, means sharing and to me it refers to the monetary gifts “from the first until the now” i.e. your gifts from the first day until the now gift. The “now” gift is the gift that was brought from you by Epaphroditus.  
Paul speaks of that gift again in 4:10. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last ﻿﻿your ﻿﻿care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity.

The Philippians did not know where Paul was. Certainly they did not know that he was in prison in Rome. When they learn of his position, they immediately sent the gift.
B. Specific Thanks
﻿
1. He Thanked Them for the Most Recent Gift – 4:14
“Nevertheless you have done well that ﻿﻿you shared in my distress.”
2. He Remembered the Earlier Gifts – 4:15-16
﻿“Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, ﻿﻿no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.”
On Paul’s second Missionary journey they sent at least two gifts to him. They reached him in Corinth, Acts 18. 

3. He Tells Why He is so Happy to Receive their Gifts – 4:17
“Not that I seek the gift, but I seek ﻿﻿the fruit that abounds to your account.”
4. He Tells Them that the Gifts did Help in His Ministry – 4:18a
﻿
“Indeed I ﻿﻿have all and abound. I am full, having received from ﻿﻿Epaphroditus the things sent from you,”
5. Their Gifts are a Sacrifice to God – 4:18b
“a sweet-smelling aroma, ﻿﻿an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.”
6. Their Gifts will Bring Them a Blessing from God – 4:19
“And my God ﻿﻿shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Conclusion:

Paul Concludes with a Personal Greeting
1. He Greets Them.  

“Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.”
2. The brethren with him greet them.
“The brethren ﻿﻿who are with me greet you.”
3. A special group greets them.
All the saints greet you, but especially those who are of Caesar’s household. 

So, in this time when many men would be sitting around bemoaning their fate, Paul has been:

· Preaching the Gospel

· Teaching the Doctrine
· Reaching for the Prize

· Talking of the Gratitude

But, guess what? Paul gets out of prison. What does he do then? We will learn about that next time. A little clue, he won’t slow down one step. It seems that the closer Paul gets to the goal line, the harder he goes. In his own words:
“Therefore I run thus: ﻿﻿not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and ﻿﻿bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become ﻿﻿disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:26-27)
Note: not “disqualified for salvation” but Disqualified for the prize.

